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ASI focuses on updating executive pay policy 


i 


More hours of 
discussion may lead 
to a scholarship 
salary model for 
student government. 


By VALERIE OSIER 
Assistant News Editor 


Earlier this semester, it was revealed 
that the president of the Associated 
Students, Inc., Jose Salazar, was unable 
to legally get paid for his job as pres- 
ident because he is undocumented, 
causing uproar from campus cultural 
organizations, students and faculty. 

Salazar was unable to get paid be- 
cause he had not yet completed his De- 
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
paperwork, or DACA, that would have 
allowed him to get paid. 

The ASI “Policy on Executive Fel- 
lowships” specifically classifies the 
payments executives receive as fellow- 
ships, meaning it is considered taxable 
income, in which case, an undocu- 
mented student cannot receive it. 

Salazar brought the issue to the ASI 
Senate and suggested policy revisions 
to the ASI Board of Control to change 
the “fellowships” to “scholarships.” 

This would allow a future undocu- 
mented student the ability to get paid, 
but could possibly take away the terms 
and conditions that executives must 
follow. Many ASI members feared this 
would weaken ASI’s ability to keep ex- 
ecutives accountable in their jobs and 
responsibilities. 

The BOC originally set out to revise 
the policy themselves, but after seeing 
it to be too big of a task to accomplish 
in BOC meetings alone, they created 
an Ad Hoc Committee made up of 
ASI Senators, students and faculty to 
explore the changes and bring in ex- 
perts to advise in specific areas. 


Updating the policy 

The committee has finished making 
its proposed changes to the policy and 
presented it to the Board of Control to 
be reviewed and further revised, ASI 
treasurer Wendy Lewis said. 

The proposed policy changes that 
the committee made focus on chang- 
ing the fellowships into scholarships 
as the structure ASI executives will be 
paid by. Although the policy change 
would allow any student, undocu- 
mented or documented, to get paid 
for their work as an executive in ASI, 
there are still many concerns the BOC 
is still working out. 

The ASI executive director, Richard 


‘The west side story 


By COLTON MAINES 
Staff Writer 


California State University, 
Long Beach will be doing con- 
struction on West campus Drive 
during Winter Break to add a new 
drop off zone. 

The project is called “West 
Campus Drop Off Project” and 
while contracts are still under ne- 
gotiation, the project is expected 
to cost $1.4 million, according to 
Mark Zakhour, senior construc- 
tion manager of Design and Con- 
struction Services. The contracts 
are currently being negotiated with 
PCL Construction. 

The construction itself will be 
focusing on the West Campus 
drive to alleviate traffic conges- 
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Associated Students, Inc. President Jose Salazar is the first undocumented student to assume an executive postion at California State University, Long Beach. 


Haller, and the Director of Financial 
Aid, Nick Valdivia are working on 
making sure the policy is well-writ- 
ten, “so that it’s still inclusive to 100 
percent of our student population, but 
also so it is able to be honored in the 
financial aid office,” Lewis said. 

If the pay structure were to be 
changed to a scholarship, the pay- 
ments would be distributed through 
the financial aid office and may affect 
the financial aid eligibility of a stu- 
dent in executive office. Although the 
scholarship would cover the living ex- 
penses of a student, this was a big con- 
cern for many in ASI. 

To remedy this, the BOC is discuss- 
ing making sure candidates have an 
appointment with the financial aid 
office and, if need be, the DREAM Re- 
source Center, as part of ASI election 
information sessions. 

This would ensure that students 
running for an executive position are 
fully aware of how the payment would 
affect their financial aid, if it were to be 
changed to a scholarship. If students 
decide the financial impact is one they 


tion by adding a drop off zone. It 
w .1 also feature an easily accessi- 
ble drop off point for people with 
disabilities, according to Zakhour. 

“Tt will also redo the landscape 
and architecture of that area to 
match the LA 2, 3, and 4 court- 
yards that were just redone,” said 
Zakhour. 

They will be breaking ground on 
Dec. 18, and construction would 
last until around the end of March 
2016, Zakhour said. 

During the winter break, there 
will only be one lane open inter- 
mittently, and there will be safety 
measures with flagmen and sig- 
nage to guide traffic during con- 
struction. Both lanes will be open 
after the break, according to the 
project press release. 

Ross Siev also contributed to 
this article. 


cannot take, they can choose not to 
run, Lewis said. 

“The way I look at it is we wouldn't 
be excluding them because they just 
wouldn’t be able to, it would actually 
be because it was their choice not to,” 
Lewis said. “Whereas, if we left it the 
same way, they wouldn’t be able to run 
because they are not able to at all, even 
if they wanted to or not.” 

In addition to their findings on the 
pay structure, the committee suggest- 
ed that the Senate look at the bylaws 
to add one or two more executive po- 
sitions to share the workload of the 
executives. This prompted ASI to con- 
duct “desk audits” of the executives, 
where they sat down with the ASI 
secretary and wrote down all the work 
they do in their position. This was also 
done to give future candidates a real- 
istic look at the time commitment the 
jobs entail, Lewis said. 

BOC will vote on the policy once 
more next semester. If it passes, it will 
be moved to Senate for the final votes. 
However, even if the Senate passes the 
policy changes, President Salazar will 


still not be able to get paid, as the new 
policy could not be enacted until the 
end of his term. 


Another job for Salazar 

Part of the conditions of being an 
ASI executive is not holding any oth- 
er jobs outside of the position. Salazar 
was unable to agree to these condi- 
tions because he was never able to get 
paid, he said. 

Salazar holds several jobs outside 
of his presidential position, including 
working in construction and working 
with the California~-Mexico Project, 
he said. In addition, he has taken on 
another job with the College of Engi- 
neering doing research on the alloca- 
tion of space within the college. 

It is to be noted that this research 
is not related to the Friday class poli- 
cy that is being re-implemented to try 
to allocate classrooms more efficient- 
ly campus-wide, Forouzan Golshani, 
dean of the College of Engineering, 
said. 

Salazar will be researching how 
space is utilized by student clubs in 


the COE and how it the utilization of 
space in the college can most effective- 
ly be used. Golshani said the college 
has 25-30 clubs with different levels 
of access to the classrodms, labs and 
offices. The sizeof the college over the 
past eight years has grown from 2800 
to 4800 students, he said. 

“It’s not ASI-related at all,” Salazar 
said. “And it’s not [affecting] anything 
in my job in ASI, I’m still doing my 
job here as president, it’s just another 
weight on my shoulders I have to carry 
... Even if I do just work here for free, 
how am I going to sustain myself? 
How am I gonna help out my family? 
So ... 'm basically volunteering, I have 
come to peace with that.” 

Golshani said they are still budget- 
ing out the grant and working out fur- 
ther details. 

“He has been a senator, he is very 
involved with multiple clubs in the 
college, and he’s better qualified than 
anyone else I know,” Golshani said. “... 
This is a good project, very useful for 
our college, and we're looking forward 
to hearing Jose’s perspective on it.” 
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The bus stop area by LA4 on the west side of Long Beach State will be undergoing construction during winter break. 
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News 


Black student 
enrollment trends 
on a downswing, but 
the administration 
doesn’t seem to 
know why. 


By Lynonita WARD 
Staff Writer 


emnants of institu- 
tional segregation are 
generally not thought 
of as an issue in our 


western, golden state. 


After all this is California, a large- 
ly democratic blue-state, where 
seemingly habitual sunshine and 
coastal beaches attract all types of 
people. 

Qur institutions are hailed as 
some of the most diverse. Includ- 
ing California State University, 
Long Beach, which was ranked 
12th in the nation for awarding 
baccalaureate degrees to minority 
students in 2014, up one spot from 
2013. 

Banners across campus touting 
the diversity recognition sway 
proudly in the wind, as a reminder 
that CSULB exemplifies the “melt- 
ing pot” of America. 

But, a look at the enrollment 
demographics trends over time 
signify a phenomenon challeng- 
ing that notion, if black students 
are considered a component of 
diversity. 

Black enrollment trends have 
been on a downswing for the 
past ten years. From 2003-2013, 
the percentage of enrolled black 
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BLACK STUDENT ENROLLMENT AT CSULB 


The percentage of black students enrolled at California State 
University, Long Beach has dropped between 1992 and 2014. 
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students decreased from 5.9 per- 
cent to 4.1 percent, according to 
Rand State Statistics. That trend 
continued into 2014, according 
to CSULB demographics, with 
3.9 percent of the study body, 
or 1,444 students identifying as 
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black. 

As a black student, that number 
feels even smaller on a campus of 
over 30 thousand students. 

I am not the only one who has 
taken notice to the dwindling black 
student population. : 
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Graphic by Greg Diaz 


“Little Crenshaw,” a nickname 
for an informal gathering place of 
black students in front of the upper 
campus CSULB dining center that 
I once called home along side nu- 
merous black peers, seems deserted 
nowadays. 
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Where are all the black students? 


At a black student town-hall 
meeting on Nov. 19 facilitated 
by President Jane Close Conoley, 
many students expressed concern 
including Rachael Hamlet, an 
CSULB alumna and current gradu- 
ate student. 

“It is hard for me to get in- 
ner-city kids of color here when 
I’m not all the way comfortable be- 
ing black on campus,” said Hamlet. 

The university has also taken 
notice of the dwindling black 
student population, but has been 
unable to pinpoint exactly why 
black students are enrolling at such 
low numbers or where they choose 
to go instead. 

Although, President Cono- 
ley pointed to several reasons 
why black students may not be 
enrolling, such as a perception of 
unaffordability and competitive 
scholarship opportunities. 

“It is a problem and if you 
don’t see people who look like 
you,” Conoley said. “Some share 
experiences that can create more 
loneliness, and you know every 
freshman, and even senior, goes 
through that.” 

At the end of the town-hall 
meeting in November, black stu- 
dents huddled outside as the con- 
versation spilled over into a more 
informal space. Hamlet, in a circle 
with other students, expressed her 
hopes that something will actualize 
following the meeting, but still 
held doubt for any progressive 
outcomes. 

“I don’t feel like there was an 
outcome [from the meeting], but I 
didn’t go into the meeting expect- 
ing outcomes,” said Hamlet. “It is 
a great first step, but cannot be the 
last. If it is the last step, then it’s 
just another conversation.” 


BRINGING WINTER TO THE OC 
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What we heard this year 


The best albums released in 2015. 


By uses Avbposio.& Catchy synth beats from Grimes and Drake (bad- However, all Internet memes aside, we've. com- 
Ravin yous ly) dancing are only a couple of things that define _ piled a list of albums released this year and wrote 
Se the 2015 music scene. down a couple thoughts. . é 


1. Most Furr-ocious Beats 
Run The Jewels “Meow the Jewels” 


Not really sure what to make of this. 
“Run The Jewels 2” with remixed with 
cat sounds - don't mind if I do? Run 
The Jewels promised fans a “re-me- 
owed” version of their sophomore al- | 
bum “Run The Jewels 2” and the album | 
is truly an accomplishment for all of | 
cat kind. Killer Mike and EI-P have 
broken boundaries with their political- | 
ly conscious lyrics about police brutal- 
ity and racism - this.album pushes the 
envelope in a completely different way, 


and you will hate how much you love a 
- it’s charm. 
3. Best Throwback Album | 
: a : : — A Tribe Called Quest -- “People’s 
CompgHome : | — | Instinctive Travels and the Paths of 
Better Vian : : 


—rrC : : o |) Rhythm (25th Anniversary Edition) 
SrothSain : a 
Shine . : It’s been 25 years since this debut 
eee . _ | album solidified A Tribe Called Quest 
Pull Away i. as an underground hip-hop group. De- 
Wet &Goon ss”  . : spite this album being older than most ~ 
Bves—i‘(w _. _ of us, decades later it is still important, 
relevant and classic. There are a few 
new additions to the reissue including 
remixes by CeeLo Green, Pharrell and J. 
Cole — but it’s not like the reissue need- 
ed any new content, 

as the rhythmical poetry of the group 
| speaks for itself. This album has replay 
value not because of what it-meant to 
he 90’s, but the captivating stories it 
imelessly continues to tell. 


4. Most American Album of the Year 
Kendrick Lamar “To Pimp A But- 
terfly” 

With so much emphasis on super- 
ficiality and decadence, it’s easy to 
forget that hip-hop’s roots lie in social 
commentary. 

“To Pimp A Butterfly” celebrates 
blackness and addresses black suffer- 
ing in America. The album and the 
myriad of characters on it brazenly 
confront racism: both white on black 
and black on black. © 

It’s an album that can be over- 
whelming on the first spin, requiring 
four, five, or even six listens to fully 
appreciate. Highly layered and em- 
ploying funk riffs, found sound, free 
jazz, spoken word and skits to tell its 
story—or rather a collection of loosely 
connected stories—“To Pimp A But- 
terfly” envelops you in its whirlwind. 

Paradoxical, satirical, painfully self- 
aware, and even strangely optimistic at 
times, it’s a complicated album to say 
the least—leaving the listener disori- 
ented, with more questions than an- 
swers; questions that need to be asked, 
especially in a year that has seen the 
subterranean racism of our institu- 
tions bubbling up to the surface. 


Sanna ian fe 


2. Album Made For Another Decade 
Leon Bridges “Coming Home” 


Leon Bridges soulful voice transports you to a decade of 
quintessential R&B. Vintage-esque tunes like “Better Man” 
encompassed the 60’s, and the track seems like it’s been 
stored in a time-capsule buried during the Kennedy adminis- 
tration: The amount of brass instruments Bridges band uses 
to explore this period of time are as delightful as tambourine 
shakes on tracks like “Smooth Sailing” and “Flowers.” Bridges 
attention to detail in song writing also makes for a modern 
twist of the genre. 
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Aman blocks a screen that shows footage of an eagle meant to represent freedom at The Blackout Project on Wednesday held at the University Ballroom. 


Rope and gagging make for a censor-y experience 


sensory-rich installation was added to the USU Ballrooms—complete 
with dystopian-like imagery and ominous art exhibits. 

“The Blackout Project: A Censorship Experience” was a one-day art 
show that held a mirror to the artist community, allowing California 
State University, Long Beach students to explore the consequences of 
censorship. 

Held by the CSULB College of the Arts 400 class the exhibit includ- 
ed a shackled dancer struggling to dance against her bindings, as well 
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Above, ropes bind a 
female as she tries to move 
her body away during 

The Blackout Project 
Wednesday. 


Right, a student part of 
the COTA 400 class moves 
her body in an eccentric, 
rigged manner as part 

of The Blackout Project 
hosted by the COTA 400 

class Wednesday. 


as a high-energy portrayal of a restrained artist attempting to run away from their group, only 
to be violently pulled back. 

The walk-through art installation is the first ever of its kind. 

The College of the Arts 400 class works as an artistic company that stems from all six de- 


~partments from COTA. Eerie visuals portrayed through dance and performing art illustrated a 


censored world, in which art is smothered and artists are referred to as “residents.” 
The art exhibit was a single-day show and the COTA 400 class has not announced any plans 
for upcoming events. 


Jounny Romero | Daity 49ER 
Above, a man blocks a screen that shows meant to represent freedom at 
The Blackout Project on Wednesday held at the University Ballroom. 


Below, a female student dances alone while trapped in a cage at COTA 
400’s Blackout Project. 
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Holiday drinks for the noggy and nice 


By JosH BENTREM As a bartender, I'll tell you there are no holiday cocktails that I enjoy making. Most of them require way too much work and seasonal ingredients. 


Contributing Writer Harumph. But if you insist... Here are some holiday cocktails I hear are delicious... 


Slimy and milky, eggnog is 
the quintessential holiday 
drink. 


Pumpkin Martini 


1 oz. Rumchata 
1 oz. vanilla vodka 
3 oz. of pumpkin filling 


Shake together, strain and 


enjoy. 1 & 1/2 oz. brandy or spiced 


rum 
4-6 oz. of eggnog mix 


Nick Koon | OrANGE County REGISTER | MCT 


Gingerbread Shake 


Oatmeal Cookie Shot 2 oz. of baileys, 


1 oz. gingerbread syrup 
2 scoops of vanilla ice cream 
2 oz. milk 


1 part Baileys 
I part jaeger 
1 part Goldschldger (or Fire- 


ball, if you prefer) Blend together until 


Mix together. Add to cream whipped. 


on ice or just shoot the li- 
quor straight. 


rlier you return your books, the 
chances you'll have to WIN 
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Some of the fall 2015 Daily 49er staff casually pose for a staff photo. Not pictured: several people, because it might actually kill the staff to be on time for a meeting. 


The final goodbye 


COLUMN 


The Daily 49er 
published its 58th 
and final issue of the 
semester. It’s this 
one in your hands... 
So you probably 
already know that. 


Amy PATTON 
Print Managing Editor 


hey say insanity is doing 
the same thing over and 
over again expecting 
different results. I lost 
my mind somewhere be- 
tween Issue 25 of the Daily 49er and 
this, our final issue of the semester. 

My last issue before graduating. 

Oh, and I think my brain may be 
lodged somewhere between the nap 
couch cushions in the newsroom, as 
joining the staff has stolen countless 
hours of sleep. 

“When I agreed to join this staff, I 
had no idea what I was getting myself 
into in the absolute best of ways,” 
Assistant News Editor and magical 
hair vixen Micayla Vermeeren said. 
“I knew I would be writing a ton and 
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Greg Diaz 
Editor-in-Chief 


eicd49er@gmail.com 


(562) 985-7998 


Print Managing Editor 
Multimedia Managing Editor 


Editorials: All opinions expressed in the columns, letters and cartoons in this issue are those of the writers 
or artists. The opinions of the Daily 49er are expressed only in unsigned editorials and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the journalism department or the views of all staff members. All such editorials are 
written by the editorial board of the Daily 49er. 


Amy Patton 
Michael Ares 


learning a lot along the way, but I nev- 
er once expected the people around 
me to become so important to me in 
such a short amount of time.” 

Any staff member of the Daily 49er 
can tell you that it’s not the excellent 
pay that keeps you around. 

It’s the love for the people, both 
those in the stories we cover and 
those I proudly called my co-workers 
for one more night. 

“That’s the thing, I can’t help but 


vata iwssacuniay Smile, Radio Producer, Paper Carrier, 


“my music guru, best friend and OG 


staff member Jesus Ambrosio said as 
I tried to get him to cry at the thought 
of graduating this semester. “I was 
just in a class, trying to get by. Then 

I joined the staff. And that’s when it 
became so much more to me.” 

A good news story can make your 
day, but it is the people that leads a 
person to willing insanity. While 
training the new staff for next semes- 
ter, the nagging reminder that “I am 
graduating, I am graduating, Iam 
graduating” is knocking around in 
the back of my mind with a few loose 
screws. 

“.. At times it felt like we, as 
individuals and as a staff, were on a 
sinking ship,” Opinions Editor and 
soon-to-be Print Managing Editor 
Madison D’Ornellas said. “But at least 
we were all on the same rigging.” 

Ahoy, desk-mateys. 

It’s easy to rationalize student 
newspaper insanity when you're 
working with some of your favorite 
people. Between the constant slew 
of missed reporter deadlines and 
coffee runs, a family is born. We rise 
from the ashes of content mayhem to 
produce something that alarmingly 
resembles a newspaper, and a damn 


good one if I do say so myself. 

It’s coverage of things, like the 
attacks in Paris, that make all those 
dropped stories and missed hours 
of sleep only minor sacrifices. And 
believe me, only sleeping for three 
hours the night before you have to 
jump from multiple internships, to 
multiple jobs and classes often seems 


bole 
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can’t help but smile...I 
was just in a class 

trying to get by. Then 
I joined the m9 


-Jesus Ambrosio 
Radio Producer 


like huge sacrifice. 

And just when you're ready to en- 
joy your one-day weekend, breaking 
news pokes you until you wake out of 
a something close to a coma. When 
the news broke that a California State 
University, Long Beach student died 
during the Paris attacks, 49er staff 
crawled out of the woodwork to honor 
those who lost their lives, including 
Nohemi. 

“There were all these big media 
companies and there we are taking 
notes and hustling to get interviews,” 
Assistant News Editor Abilene Car- 
rillo said, reflecting the coverage of 
Nohemi’s vigil. “We might be smaller 
but we have heart! It was late, we were 
hungry, tired and trying to compre- 
hend everything that was happening 
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Photo Editor Trang Le 
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Social Media Editor Matthew Peralta 


Arts and Life Editor Kevin Flores 
Sports Editor Josh Barajas 
Opinions Editor Madison D’Ornellas 


Assistant News Editor Nicca Panggat 
Assistant News Editor Micayla Vermeeren 
Assistant News Editor Valerie Osier 


so quickly but that Monday newspa- 

per was my favorite by far.” 

And we’ve had several issues to 
relish in, reminding us of why we 
stuck around to repeat the insanity 
for 58 consecutive issues. Thanks to 
Design Editor Emilio Aldea, the 49er 

- has pushed boundaries in design and 
how readers perceive us. 

Covers like the Dec. 2 San Ber- 
nardino coverage, or his on-the-fly 
illustrations for the first GOP debate 

-x-allows:tle newspaper to take risks 
‘the public engaged in an era 
where print journalism is tanking as 
fast as my GPA this semester. 

As I leave the Daily 49er, it is the 
on-the-spot thinking that I will take 
with me. 

I knew very little about what it 
takes to be a journalist, let alone 
an editor before joining the staff. 
Everyday you learn something new. 
The paper is a living organism and 
Iam a parasite, absorbing as much 
knowledge as I can before I part. 

All professor qualifications aside, I 
confidently attribute the majority of 
my working knowledge as a journalist 
to the Daily 49er. 

“Never would I thought how being 
in the Daily 49er would make me 
much more active in using my voice 
about certain subjects,” Photo Editor 
(and possible robot alien) Trang Le 
said. 

Working for a daily paper pushes 
you outside your comfort zones. You 
may not always feel. comfortable cov- 
ering certain subjects, but the Daily 
49er trains its staff to be journalists 
first. : : 
It’s a tough pill to swallow, but 
we're professionals, damn it. 

After all, in the course of the 
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semester our staff has covered geno- 
cides, massacres, suicides and Donald 
Trump. 

“Despite what I thought about the 
man, it was a surreal experience being 
in the midst of a large presidential 
campaign,” Multimedia Managing 
Editor and graduating senior Michael 
Ares said in reference to Trump’s visit 
to USS Iowa in San Pedro in Septem- 
ber. “It was quite possibly the biggest 
event that our school got to be a part 
of and provide coverage for.” 

‘And that’s what makes us so~ 
scrappy. 

Despite our minimal manpower, 
we fight to break stories before local 
publications, like University President 
Jane Close Conoley’s smoking ban. 
We elbow our way into the proverbial 
cesspool of seasoned journalists, 
trying to bring the highest quality of 
reporting to the campus body. 

“The moments when the staff 
became greater than the sum of its 
parts,” as Arts & Life Editor and 
vocab snob, et al Kevin Flores so 
eloquently put it, keeps us going. 

Teamwork makes the dreamwork. 

It was there, somewhere between 
the staff’s teamwork to repeatedly 
berated for my arguably awful puns 
and cheap-shot play-on-words, and 
sharing the last night’s cigarettes with 
Editor-in-chief Craig Allen Diaz, I’ve 
grown quite fond the newsroom and 
the editor lifestyle. 

You can’t quite help considering 
the people you spend 15-plus hours 
of the waking day with an extended 
family. And I mean, come on, have 
you seen our staff photo, dear readers? 

Who wouldn't want to wrastle with 
a proverbial straightjacket for a group 
like that? 
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6 ways to 


COLTON MAINES 
Staff Writer 


1. Go to bed: 

If you can't stay awake, you can't 
pass anything. Students get so over- 
stressed over the last weeks of school 
that they decide to pull all nighters 
and do all of their work than instead 
of trying to maintain a healthy body 
and having a healthy sleep schedule. 
This screws up your internal clock 
and makes you more tired, more 
stressed and more overwhelmed by 
the time exams come around. The 
best amount of sleep to function 
optimally in the day is seven and half 
to nine hours, according to the Na- 


Eliminating 


ANTHONY HODGE 
Contributing Writer 


Finals are just a few days away, and 
stress season is here. Final projects or 
assignments are due and four to six 
classes seem like an obstacle within 
the last week. 

A 2015 study by The National 
College Health Assessment revealed 
that over 32 percent of college stu- 
dents say stress is a negative factor of 
academic performance. 

There are definitely ways to cope 
with the intensity of finals week. We 
just need to figure what's important 
and what's not important during 
finals week. 

Figuring out the importance of 
finals should help ease the stress 
and make the last week of school 
smoother. 

Essentials 

Sleep is the most important thing 
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tional Institute of Health. Try to plan 
around your work so that you can get 
the sleep you need and be able to get 

the work done. 


2. Talk to your professor: 

If you are worried about not passing 
that exam or not writing a good 
enough paper, go to your professor's 
office hours as often as you can. You 
can go clarify with them about any 
part of the class you didn't under- 
stand and they will show you. They 
are there to help you to the best 
extent that they can and if you care 
about passing that class, you should 
go see them as often as you can. 
Hopefully you have been meeting 
with your professor already, as having 
them know your name and face 


ultimately helps in the long run as 
compared to never having a conver- 
sation with you. 


How to survive 
the end of the 
semester. 


3. Look back at past assignments: 
The only study guide you need 

is that pile of papers you've been 

working on for over 15 weeks. It has 

all the answers to all of your ques- 


obstacles for finals week 


when studying for the finals. It 
sounds difficult for a college student 
to get some rest, especially for those 
who have to work or are raising 
children. 

Seventy percent of college students 


What is and isn’t 
important in the 
last week. 


do not get enough rest, reported The 
U.S. National Library of Medicine 
National Institutes of Health. 

Sleep can help clear the brain and 
increase concentration and aware- 
ness. Find whatever time you have 
and take a break from studying. 


Exercise is also important during 
this stressful time. Exercising has 
proven to relive stress levels. Whether 
one maybe exercising for five or 30 
minutes, exercise can help eliminate 
stress. 

An effective way of managing fi- 
nals week is to properly balance what 
topics to study. Find out the dates of 
your exams and study close to the 
big day for each subject. Studying 
ahead of time could also relive finals 
anxiety. 

Practice on not procrastinating. 
There's no need to add extra pressure 
onto yourself. 

Doing projects and schoolwork as 
early as possible will leave you less 
worried in the long run. 
Non-essentials 

It is important not to pull an 
all-nighter. Nothing works out well 
when you try cramming information 
the night before an exam. 


see FINALS page 9 ~ 
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cope with finals — 


tions, especially if your professor was 
nice enough to correct the mistakes. 
Compare assignments with other 
classmates as well to see how they did 
to make your work better prepared 
for that test. 


4. Get a study group: 

Two heads are better than one; 
more are even better. With more 
people you have a better chance 
of sharing knowledge for the final 
and how to better understand the 
questions. Not to mention all of 
you can go anywhere you want to 
study; Starbucks, the park, heck go to 
Disneyland if you can focus enough 
before you go on rides. 


5, Eat something: 


Caffeine fix tips 


C)PINIONS 


You can’t think on an empty 
stomach. Eat anything you want! 
Order a pizza when youre studying 
with a group, grab a coffee or muffin 
at Starbucks, get a salad if you want 
to be health conscious. When you're 
hungry, you're distracted and think- 
ing about food instead of the work. 


6. Put the phone down: 

I know this is a tall order in our 
time, but the phone can only bea 
distraction. Gluing your eyes to texts, 
emails, and cat videos doesn't help 
you. The only technology you need to 
study is a computer, and that’s if you 
stay off social media. I know some 
people are married to their phones, 
but those couple hours without can 
do wonders! 


(from your friendly assistant news editor 


Valerie Osier): 


e Save a whole 29 cents (hey, that’s a Scantron) on your Red 
Bulls by buying from the vending machines on campus rath- 
er than the Beach Convenience Stores. The Bookstore Conve- 
nience Store sells 8.4 ounce Red Bulls for $3.28 (plus tax and 
CRV), while the vending machine sells them for a solid $3. Al- 
though there are a few tradeoffs: the vending machines only 
carry the 8.4 ounce original and sugar-free flavors, while the 
Beach Hut carries a larger variety of sizes and flavors. It’s up 
to you if the 29 cents is worth it, but again, Scantrons. 


e Save money and the environment when you buy a reusable 
coffee cup from the Beach Convenience Stores. You buy the 
cup for $9.99 and refills are $1 each after that (when you use 
the cup). With their coffee around $1-3, that’s a bargain when 
you need constant refills during finals. The coffee isn’t gas 
station coffee either; it’s actually Peet’s Coffee and is almost 
always fresh at the Beach Hut or the Outpost. No promises at 
the Corner Market; the coffee might taste like the bottom of a 
shoe. Also, the lines usually go a lot faster than Starbucks or 


Coffee Bean. 


OpeDD49ER@GMAIL.COM 
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Don’t hide yourself away 


Ross SIEV 
Staff Writer 


Reality is hard to face. 

When we were kids, we encoun- 
tered the harsh world that was be- 
fore us. 

We faced all kinds of dangers 
from insults to a few scrapes and 
bruises. Some of these come from 
people we trust, but others can 
come from complete strangers. 

Some of us eventually develop re- 
sistance to the negativity while oth- 
ers have to live with it for the rest of 
their lives. 

There will always be people will- 
ing to make you feel down, but are 
you going to let them win by letting 


FINALS 


continued from page 8 


Spread out your days and study 
regularly in order to be better pre- 
pared for the exam. 

As you study, memorizing 
material shouldn't always be your 
focus. It is much more important to 
understand the material. Studying 
isn’t all about key words, but what 
those words really mean. 

When preparing for finals, you 


Sun 12/6 


Fri 12/11 


EXTENDED HOURS 


Mon 12/7 - Thurs 12/10 


Sat 12/12 - Sun 12/13 
Mon 12/14 - Tues 12/15 


their actions eat inside you? There 
is always a safe space. You just need 
to find it. 

For college students, they can 
easily find a safe space on campus. 

This is why centers like the LG- 
BQT+ and Multicultural Affairs are 
providing advice that could teach 
students about how to face the 
world in the years after college. 

California State University, Long 


- Beach houses several organizations 


that also act as safe spaces. 

These spaces existed long before 
the rise of the “political correct- 
ness” climate. 

The organizations and the cam- 
pus are providing ways to give stu- 
dents self-confidence and teaching 
them how to prepare for the long 
road ahead after college. 


do not have to study by yourself. If 
possible, form a study group among 
classmates. 

Forming study groups could help 
figure out information that someone 
may have missed and provide moti- 
vation to keep going. 

Taking study drugs are not 


_ important to gain success in during 


finals week. Although Adderall does 
help concentration, it and similar 
pills could also lead to health issues 
such as insomnia, high blood pres- 
sure, and dizziness. 

Taking prescription medication 
that isn’t prescribed to you is never a 
good idea. 


12pm - 12am 
7am - 12am 
Tam - 8pm 
10am - 12am 
7am - 12am 


James Sauceda, the director of 
Multicultural Affairs, said his orga- 


Safe places 

in college are 
helpful, but so 
is learning more 
from the outside 
world. 


nization provides workshops about 
handling tough situations regarding 
one’s culture, sex, or religious back- 


Friends’ and families’ problems 
are also not important during finals 
week. 

It may sound cold, and we all want 
to be there for our peers. 

However, during finals week, 
listening to other people’s problems 
will add more stress that is not need- 
ed during this time. 

Finals week is the make or break 
for passing the class, maintaining 
that GPA, and whether or not one 
may graduate. 

Try not to stress out, and be 
effective in studying and passing 
your finals. Happy finals season, 
everybody! 


ground. 

We shouldn't have to, but it’s a 
part of reality. The world isn’t al- 
ways filled with sunshine and frol- 
icking bunnies hopping through a 
field of marigolds. 

And when it’s not, we retreat to 
our safe space. 

It helps to come to a group that 
houses a person’s interest and cor- 
roborates with their views. Students 
go to safe space due to different 
circumstances, some more drastic 
than others. 

But as soon as students graduate 
from the university, where can they 
find the safe space? 

At our homes where we're sup- 
posed to feel the safest, that envi- 
ronment can easily be broken. 

Whether it’s coming out to a dis- 


approving family, or being the vic- 
tim of cyber-bullying over the inter- 
net, actions can eat us on the inside 
throughout our entire life, but at the 
end, we should eventually get used 
to it. 

A person’s safe space isn’t just 
found in an institution constructed 
by a like-minded collective. 

A’safe space is whatever space an 
individual wants to feel secure in. 
They have the power, the idea, and 
the behavior to determine where it 
can be. 

They also need to be prepared for 
how rough the world is. That’s just 
reality. 

But, until one finds it in them- 
selves to exist in a safe state of mind, 
resources like those on campus will 
be here to help. 


Trane Le | DaiLy 49ER 
Fourth year computer engineering majors Gerardo Zaragouth and Tania 
Diaz study class notes on their computer Wednesday. 
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Waves crash 


the beach 


The 49ers suffer 
their second 
straight loss 
after falling to 
Pepperdine on 
Wednesday. 


By JosH EAHA yAS 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State 
men’s basketball team 
erased an 11-point deficit, 
but dropped a heartbreak- 
er, 77-75, in the final sec- 
onds against Pepperdine 
on Wednesday night inside 
the Firestone Fieldhouse. 

LBSU (5-6) managed to 

. cut the Wave lead to 75-73 
with 30 seconds to go. Pep- 
perdine (5-4) had posses- 
sion, but senior A.J. Spen- 
cer’s steal allowed fellow 
senior Nick Faust to break 
away for a game-tying 
dunk with 19 seconds left. 

“Waves’ junior guard Jer- 
emy Major missed a jump- 
er with five seconds to go, 
but senior forward Jett 
Raines scored the put back 
with three seconds to go. 

Sophomore guard Jus- 
tin Bibbins through up a 
prayer from deep, but the 
shot didn’t fall giving Pep- 
perdine the win. 

Faust again led the 49ers 


in scoring with 14 points, 
while junior guard La- 
mond Murray Jr. led all 
Waves with 18. 

The waves came out fir- 
ing on Wednesday night, 
hitting a three-pointer 30 
seconds into the game: A 
Gabe Levin dunk tied the 
game at seven for the 49ers 
with 16:51 to go. From 
there on, Pepperdine went 
ona roll. 

Junior guard Amadi 
Udenyi’s three-pointer 
with 7:56 left in the half 
gave the Waves a 24-13 
lead, but the 49ers would 
chip away at the 11-point 
lead. 

LBSU clawed back and 
after freshman guard 
Noah Blackwell drained a 
three with about a minute 
left, the 49ers headed to 
the locker room down 32- 
3h 

The 49ers claimed their 
first lead of the game a min- 
ute and 14 seconds into the 
second half after junior for- 
ward Travis Hammonds’ 
jumper. However, Pepper- 
dine began breaking away 
again midway through the 
half. They jumped to a 62- 
55 lead with 8:39 to go. The 
49er comeback would fall 
short, bringing LBSU to a 
sub .500 record once again. 

The 49ers return home 
on Saturday to face the 
University of Tampa inside 
the Walter Pyramid at 4 
p.m. 


Ma BASKETBALL PREVIEWS 


Women’s basketball 


Who: USC (8-0) 
When: Sunday, Dec. 13 at 4 p.m. 
Where: Galen Center, Los Angeles 


Need to know: Coming off a loss 
at home, Long Beach State will face 
its toughest test of the season against 
Southern California. The 49ers are 
coming off their worst shooting 
performance of the season and USC is 
off to its best start of the season since 
Cheryl Miller led the Trojans to a 
national championship in 1985. 

Although Miller won't be on the 
court, the 49ers will need to stop Trojan 
senior forward Temi Fagbenle. The 
Ibadan, Nigeria native is averaging 14.3 
points per game and put up 81 total 
points in her last five games. 

In last season's meeting, the Trojans 
beat the 49ers 90-85 in overtime on 
Nov. 21, 2014. After that loss to head 
coach Jody Wynn's alma mater, LBSU 
won 15 games in a row. The 49ers lead 
the all-time series against USC, 36-21, 
but the Trojans have won the last five 
meetings between the two. 


Mens basketball 


Who: Tampa (3-5) 
When: Saturday, Dec. 12 at 4 p.m. 
Where: Walter Pyramid 


Need to know: The Spartans are one 
of two Division II opponents on Long 
Beach State's schedule this season. The 
49ers picked up a 91-57 against D-II 
team BYU-Hawaii in the first game of 
the season, now they'll try to do the 
same against Tampa. 

LBSU has never faced the Spartans 
before. Saturday’ game will most likely 
serve as a tune up before the 49ers 
embark on a four-game road trip that'll 
feature matchups with No. 24 Oregon, 
No. 13 Arizona and No. 8 Duke. 

Tampa's biggest scoring threat is 
freshman Pat Bacon. The 6-foot guard 
is averaging 21.6 points per game 
and ranks second with 3.1 assists per 
game. Junior forward Austin Rettig 
is averaging 14.3 ppg and leads the 
Spartans with 6.6 rebounds per game. 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


facebook. 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 
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Ben HAMMERTON | DaiLy 49ER 


Sophomore guard Gigi Hascheff looks to drive past Colorado's Alexis 
Robinson in LBSU’s win over the Buffs on Sunday, Dec. 6, inside the Walter 


Pyramid. 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 
EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Soring St. 
& Pala Verde fre) ‘A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
{sph 4, cy. 3}. & valid cursent student {B must be presented at the 
fime of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance, 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


i PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
~ 20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
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continued from page 12 


some film on him this year. I al- 
ways try to learn from him and 
learn what [the 2011-12 49ers] 
did to win a conference cham- 
pionship. 


You played behind Mike 
Caffey all of last season, what 
did you pick up from him? 

I picked up that there are 
times to score and times to fa- 
cilitate. Mike was such a dom- 
inant scorer; we needed him to 
score. So when coach put us two 
together I played more of the 
role of looking for Mike to get 
the shot. That really prepared 
me to transition to look for Nick 
[Faust] for open shots. 


Caffey was a big deal at Long 
Beach State for four years; do 
you get asked about him a lot? 

Yeah, definitely after play- 
ing behind him. Everyone talks 
about Mike still, and they need 
to because Mike was a great 
player. I still look up to him, I 
learned a lot from him. 


You got your first start asa 
49er this season, how are you 
handling the extra workload? 

[’'m handling it] by playing 
within myself, just playing with- 
in this offense. [fm] not trying 
to do too much. The coaches did 
a great job preparing me, I’m 
Just coming in and playing with 
confidence and playing for my 
teammates. It wasn’t a big tran- 
sition [from backup point guard 
to starter]. I just stay within my 
abilities; like Nick is a dominant 
scorer, A.J. [Spencer] is a great Journy Romero | Datty 49ER 
shooter, we’ve got great bigs. So, I Bibbins dribbles around New Mexico State’s defenders in LBSU’s win over the Aggies on Saturday, Dec. 5, inside the Walter Pyramid. 


just try to play within the system. Bibbins scored a career high 14 points against the Aggies. 


Follow @49erSports iam 


35. Employment Opportunites 


® 
t i Needed part-time student to help manage real 
estate. Office located at 1945 Palo Verde Av- 


enue, $15 per hour, or more for a tech savvy 
person, flexible hours. 602-380-8080 


The Daily 49er needs a new 
newspaper Carrier. 


Apply today for the 
Spring 2016 Semester 


54. Apts. for Rent 


Stunning Kitchen & Bath, Stainless 
Appliances 


Highly Upgraded 1/Bed 1/Bath Approx 
650 sq located in the heart Alamitos 
Beach. 


Call or text Brian at (949) 466-2011 


For all things LBSU_ 
Must be willing to work early mornings. : y a 
Must have a California drivers license. _ www.d aily49er.co m/s ports . season working part-time for 
Contact beverly.munson@csulb.edu —. 


for more information. 


Earn extra money this holiday 


vivint. High-paying, great 
resume experience. Call now to 
learn more: 562.731.0751 


i 
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CLUB SPORTS 


The 49ers’ senior 
forward Ian Hoang 
has accumulated a 
total of 143 points in 
the last season and a 
half. 


By WiLL HERNANDEZ 
Contributing Writer 


Ian Hoang, senior forward for 
the Long Beach State hockey club, 
left the team three quarters into his 
first season and went outside to play 
semi-pro hockey for the Los Angeles 
Junior Kings. 

Hoang and his friend, former 49er 
Zac Zomaya, were dissatisfied with 
the LBSU hockey program that then- 
head coach Joe Sheehy was running. 

“[Sheehy] was a good coach, but 
he knew nothing about hockey,” Zo- 
maya said. “They didn’t have a coach 
to show them how to play.” 

Growing up, Hoang was usually 
in a rink with players that were ul- 
tra-competitive, so when he and Zo- 
maya first started playing at LBSU, 
there was a sense of disappointment. 

“It wasn’t the same; it wasn’t the 
same competitive nature,” Zoma- 
ya said. “There was no urgency, no 
scouts.” 

As a 14-year-old, Hoang was play- 
ing with guys already getting scout- 
ed by professional and Division I 
teams. 

“When I got to 15 or 16, it started 
getting super competitive,” Hoang 
said. “All my buddies started get- 
ting drafted or moving away to nice 
hockey prep schools.” 

Two of his friends that moved on 
to the next level were Rocco Grimal- 


di, a center for the Florida Panthers, 
and Nick Crudillo, who got drafted 
by the Anaheim Ducks last off-sea- 
son. 

Playing with talented hockey 
players like Grimmaldi and Crudillo 
ultimately raised the level of Hoang’s 
game. But when he got to LBSU, he 
said it was a major drop in competi- 
tion, and Hoang started having sec- 
ond thoughts about his decision to 
play hockey at The Beach. 

“After [I left the team], my parents 
didn’t want me to go to a different 
school,” Hoang said. “Even though 
I was getting scholarship offers from 
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Sophomore guard Justin Bibbins is averaging 6.1 assists and 8.8 
points per game this season. He had a career high 9 assists at 


Oklahoma State on Nov. 22. 


different Division I schools, they 
were too far.” 

Hoang returned to the Junior 
Kings where he had success on the 
ice as a 17 year-old, winning the Un- 
der-18 Pacific District championship 
against the Alaska Wolves. Even if he 
didn’t enjoy his first season at LBSU, 
he was not ready to leave home. 

“My parents didn’t really want to 
see me go away,” Hoang said. “So I 
just decided to stay here and finish 
my college years at CSULB with 
Frank [Mitrano] who got hired the 
year after Joe got fired.” 

From there on Hoang noticed 


LBSU Hockey 
Senior Ian Hoang scored 31 goals and dished out 65 assists for a grand total of 96 points for the 49ers last season. 


an improvement and never looked 
back. This season, the 5-foot-7-inch 
speedy forward accumulated 47 
points off 14 goals and 33 assists. 

“He’s one of our fastest if not the 
fastest,” Mitrano said. “He doesn’t 
play like a short player, he’s one of 
the guys that defenses have to look 
after.” 

Speed is the advantage Hoang has 
on his opponents. 

“100 percent speed, when he has 
the puck, there are always. two de- 
fenders on him,” Zumaya said. 

Hoang had a rotten first season at 
LBSU, but the Orange native’s career 


SPORTSD4-9ER@GMAIL.COM 


ppreawa ep taegeanks 


as a 49er almost never happened. 
When he was applying for colleges, 
his counselor at Villa Park made 
mistake when it came time to send 
Hoang’s transcripts. 

As a result, he was denied by 
CSULB’s admissions on his first try. 
Luckily for Hoang his friend from 
high school came through with a 
save. 

“The captain from my freshman 
year talked to the president, and 
then [I] sent in the appeal and what 
not,” Hoang said. “It ended up that 
they messed up on my transcripts. 
So I just reapplied.” 

Now Hoang is a semester away 
from graduating with a degree in 
Biology. Hoang’s athletic career at 
LBSU is also coming to an end, and 
he has his eyes set on trying out for 
a professional hockey team over- 
seas. 

“That is what I eventually want to 
do because my parents don’t want 
me to do anything with hockey 
[professionally] until I graduate,” 
Hoang said. “So I’m just riding it 
out right now until I graduate.” 

After graduation Hoang hopes 
that Mitrano can help him get con- 
nected with a professional team so 
he can continue playing his favorite 
game while getting paid. 

Mitrano suggested that is a lot 
easier said than done. 

“I’ve got a handful connections, 
[but] Its not easy, especially since 
he’s an import,” Mitrano said. 
“They can only have so many play- 
ers that aren’t of the nationality. 
You have to be significantly better 
for them to have you there.” 

Hoang isn’t leaving out hope. 
One thing is for sure: Hoang’s time 
spent at LBSU was not left undone. 

Hoang admits, “In the end, ev- 
erything worked out.” 


Dishin’ Bibbins 


The small guard 
shares his thoughts 
on height and some 
of his influences. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


At 5-feet-8-inches, the Long 
Beach State men’s basketball team’s 
starting point guard Mike Bibbins 
packs a big punch for his size. 

Whether it’s consistently find- 
ing open teammates or taking big 
shots from three-point range, Bib- 
bins is almost always the most ac- 
tive player on the court because he 
needs to be. The sophomore leads 
LBSU, and ranks second in the Big 
West, with 6.1 assists per game for 
a conference-leading total of 67 as- 
sists for the season. 


Bibbins is also third on the 49ers 
for points with 8.8 points per game 
and ranks 14 in the conference with 
97 total points through 11 games. 

LBSU basketball’s little engine 
sat down with the Daily 49er to 
speak about his height, new start- 
ing role and influences on his 
game. 


You’re the smallest player on the 
court a great majority of the time. 
Has that always been the case? 

Yeah. All my life Ive been 
the smallest one on the court. It 
seemed like each level the guys got 
taller and I stayed the same. That 
doesn’t really bother me out there. 
I just play my game and do what I 
can do. 


Do you feel like your size has 
ever put you at a disadvantage in 
a game? 

No. Of course, I’ve been scored 
on because guys are bigger, but ev- 


eryone gets scored on. So, if I just 
be active and play with heart and 
passion the size doesn’t really mat- 
ter. 


Who are some players that you 
model your game after? 

The point guards before me [at 
LBSU]. Mike, Cas [Casper Ware]. 
Especially Casper because he was 
my height, maybe a little taller, 
and he still had a great career here. 
And in the NBA, just all the small 
guards who made it. Nate Robin- 
son, Isaiah Thomas. They play with 
a lot of passion, a lot of heart. They 
don’t let the size affect them when 
they’re out there, they just play. 


Being from Carson, did you ever 
come see Casper Ware play live? 

No, I watched a lot of film on Cas 
before I got here. Still, I watched 


see BIBBINS, page 11 


